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Introduction

Kazakhstan is the second largest country after iR@saong the CIS countries, has a territory of
over 2,7 million square kilometers"{@lace in the world). It borders Russia to the m@nd west, the
Central Asian republics of Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstand Turkmenistan to the south, and China to the
east. The fact of having such a vast territory gilasis for developing a heterogeneous socio—
economic and demographic situation in the countighsas uneven distribution of population, water,
soil suitable for agriculture, natural resourceg so on.

Kazakhstan is divided into 5 economical regions, a@fninistrative regions (oblasts) and 2
municipal cities (see Map 1) which are further lmokdown into 175 smaller administrative areas
called raions. The country has a population of I6ifion (KSA, 2011). With 6 persons per square
kilometer, Kazakhstan has one of the lowest pomuatiensities in the world. The population is
comprised of more than 100 nationalities and etignoups. Sixty-three per cent of the population is
Kazakh, twenty five percent Russian, other sigaific subpopulations are Germans, Ukrainians,
Uzbeks, Tatars, Uigurs, and Koreans.

Map 1 — Regions of Kazakhstan
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Dataissues

The history of the Kazakhstani population is n&yet@ explain for reasons mainly related to a lack
of comprehensive and accurate historical data qfuladion. This is primarily due to rich and
tumultuous history of the county, marked by wagsnihes, revolutions, repression, etc., which affect
the dynamics of population, and the massive yeldtumented ethnic migration within the region.

In general, apart from partially covering indired#ita of old Chinese and Orkhon Mongolian
records there is almost no population data forydadtorical periods of the Kazakh Khanate dueht® t
largely nomadic lifestyle of the indigenous popuatand absence of registration tradition. Some
fragmentary statistical data start to be availftden the late 19th century however it is still ingsdle
to generate a comprehensive time series for théendesiod.
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For 1897-1913 period there are more data availabla the Census (1897) and other official
materials. Although this period has the best stasisbase for the pre-Soviet period, some problems
still remain e.g. according to extant sources fitngres did not account very well for the naturedwth
of the population in the region. There was no egjent of church registrars of births and deaths for
local people in the area. Even for the 1909 and Jipulation surveys, the best source for the derio
"Asiatic Russia," emphasized, "for the Muslim paiidn of Turkestan, there are no satisfactory
statistics of births and deaths, and there are egistration documents (metric notes) for them."
(Asiatskaya Rossia T1, 1914).

The next several decades are even more difficuktaoy. The systems of data collection and
statistical publications were partially or fullysteoyed beginning in 1914. The latter-day researishe
faced with the challenge of generating more aceupatpulation estimates for the period covering
World War |, the February and October Revoluticansd the subsequent civil war. In particular, the
annual data for both the indigenous populations thedncreasing numbers of unregistered migrants
who entered Central Asia during these volatile yesuvery poor. Due to the absence of vital stafist
for the period in the area under considerationneveelatively comprehensive 1926 Census could not
fully fill this gap (Andreev et al., 1998).

In short, there does not exist complete and acewtatistical data base covering entire Kazakhstan
till the beginning of the 20 century. Another serious issue to be taken into@aat is the fact of
multiple changes in state and administrative botiadawhich resulted in incompatibility of data for
the Russian and Soviet period statistics. Also nobshe soviet time data were often affected by the
plans and requirements of the Soviet governmenidtneg in distortions of Census and other statatic
data and unfortunately, despite Independence insdéat it is not very easy to get rid of of that
hereditary habit yet.

In general the population history of the region canghly be divided into the following three
periods: Before Russian Rule, During the Sovietd@esind Since Independence.

Before Russian Rule

Humans have inhabited present-day Kazakhstan $inecearliest Stone Age, generally pursuing
the nomadic pastoralism for which the region's atenand terrain are best suited. The indigenous
Kazakhs were Turkic people who belonged to sewtikasions of Kazakh hordes. Kazakhs grouped
together in settlements and lived in dome-shapet$ tmade of felt callegiurts. Such grouped tribes
migrated seasonally to find pastures for their Besfisheep, horses, and goats. Between 500 BC and
500 AD, Kazakhstan was home to the early nomadigigvacultures. Starting from the 4th century,
until the beginning of the 13th century the temyt@f Kazakhstan was a place of residence of the
Western Turkic tribes such as Oguz, Karakhanidskipdhaks who created states which consistently
fell and appeared, each existing some several bdadf years following each other until the Mongol
invasion. The Mongol tribes led by Chingis Khanaded the area between 1219 and 1224 and the
country became part of his great empire. AfterMuangol invasion the area was divided into Uluses -
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possessions of the Mongol Khans Juchi and Chagataigelder sons of Chingis Khan. Later uluses
were subdivided and reorganised into the White Eokdbngolistan and, finally, the Kazakh Khanate.

Emir Timur was the next emperor to possess parthefcountry. Although the center of his
empire was in cities like Samargand and Buharapbiser reached well into the area that is now
known as Kazakhstan and one of his most famouslihgd the Mausoleum of Hodja Ahmed Yasavi
can still be visited in the city Turkestan locatedouthern Kazakhstan. The Uzbeks (named aftar the
leader Ozbeg in the T4century) ruled in the northern part of Kazakhsteml after Timur's death
slowly moved to the south to the former empire whdr. In 1465 after an internal dispute Kazakhs,
mainly represented by Kypchak tribes separated fdainek khanate under the leadership of Janybek
and Kerei who then became Khans of the Kazakh Kieamhich was founded on the banks of Jetisu
(literally means seven rivers) in the south easpam of the present Republic of Kazakhstan. Theee
no clear sources, however, according to the dadtbistory R. Bariev at least one third of all tibes
of the Uzbek Khanate followed Janibek and Kerei.

One of the most prominent Khans of the Kazakh KleaisaKasym Khan who came to the power
in 1511. With Kasym Khan the Kazakh Khanate greatiganded its territory and finally confirmed its
domination over the vast steppes of Kazakh landfudéer developed and strengthened the political
influence of the country and made it a strong aralized state. During the reign of Kasym Khaa th
population of the Kazakh Khanate surpassed 1 milpeople. It was at that time Kazakhs became
known in Western Europe as a separate ethnic gikdsp Kasym Khan instituted the first Kazakh code
of laws in 1520, called "Kasym Khannyn Kaska ZholBright Road of Kasym Khan). Other
distinguished Kazakh khans include Haknazar KhamB&han, Tauke Khan, and Abylai Khan.

Although they had great khans, the Kazakhs werdyramited as a single nation under one great
leader and the Kazakh Khanate did not always haweified government. The Kazakhs were
traditionally divided into three juzes (juz, roughtanslatable as "horde" or "hundred") — the Elder
Senior, or Great Horde (Ul Juz), the Junior, Yeamgr Lesser Horde (Kiijuz) and the Middle Horde
(Orta juz).

In modern Kazakhstan, tribalism is fading away usibess and government life. However, it is
still common for Kazakhs to ask which tribe theyoog to when they meet each other. Nowadays, it is
more of a tradition than necessity. There is ndilitysbetween tribes. Kazakhs, regardless of their
tribal origin, consider themselves one nation. Tin@ority of Kazakhs of modern-day Kazakhstan
belong to one of the thrgazes.

Each Juz consists of tribal grouptaypa), tribes (uw) and small family-tied clans. Also
considered Kazakhs, but of Chingisid descent, laeddre (direct descendants of Chingis Khan). In
addition to these traditionally political leadetbere were religious families outside of the Hordes
called Koja and Sunak (descendants of Arabian onssies and soldiers).

All juzes had to agree in order to have a commoankiburing the Great Disaster the Three
Hordes temporarily united to face the threat ofgien from the Jungars. The Jungars were a warlike
Mongol clan, subjugated eastern Kazakhstan betwe=end of the 17th and first several decades of
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the 18th century. Abylai Khan, a leader of the Qida unified Kazakhs to resist Jungars in 1720 and
was eventually elected khan of all Juzes in 1711,by that time Kazakhs were well on the way to
being totally incorporated into the Russian Empire.

Initially when the khans of Juzes swore loyaltythe Russian crown between 1731 and 1742,
Kazakhs only sought protection of tsar from Junghosvever, Russia later chose to interpret these
oaths as agreements to annexation. Despite repKateakh uprisings, the khanates were ultimately
abolished in 1848 when the Russian Empire compleételk over political power. By some estimates
one million of the four million Kazakhs died in @ts before 1870 (Mayhew et. al. 2010)

In the period that followed, Kazakhstan was supmedy the Tsarist regime and large groups of
Russian and Ukrainian peasant settlers who weneghtdo the country stimulated by the abolition of
serfdom in Russia in 1861. A tragic peak of thipmession was in 1916 when Kazakhs protested
against their mobilization as support labour in WW!Is estimated that 150,000 people were killed a
another 200,000 fled to China as a result of theskm actions to stop the protest (Mayhew et. al.
2010).

During the Soviet Period

The communist revolution of 1917 did not bring ftem to the Kazakh people who fought mainly
on the Bolshevik's side. After the victory in 19B0Isheviks purged from the Communist Party of
Kazakhstan members of the Kazakh nationalist peigh Orda and crashed all hopes for Kazakhs to
establish independent government. During the RnSigil War and Revolution thousands of Kazakh
peasants died and several hundred thousand fletthéo countries.

In the years after the revolution, the bordershef Central Asian Soviet Republics were defined
mainly on language differences and until 1925 tame Kyrgyz Autonomous Province was used for
Kazakhstan. During the following 1929-1933 yeansthie effort of Moscow to spread the communistic
idea throughout the country denomadisation proeassstarted by forcing large groups of Kazakhs to
stop their nomadic live and start collective agtine and become settled farmers. It is estimated t
during this campaign 1 million people died fromrgédion and those who opposed collectivization
were sent to labour camps or killed, as a resutiakhstan's population fell by more than two million

Another component which greatly influenced popolathistory of the country is migration. From
the time when the country became part of the Sdyieon i.e. from the beginning of thet?@entury
Kazakhstan had experienced massive waves of miidtireé forced migration from the other parts of
the Union which led to vital changes in the stroetand composition of the country’s population.

The first such flow of Russians moved to Kazakmstaconnection with industrial modernization
reforms. This trend is reflected in the growth bé turban population in both absolute and relative
terms, which rose for almost two and a half-fold4939 compared to 1926's level and increased from
less than 9% in 1926 to almost 30% in 1939 in divatanber of people.

From that time on proportion of urban populatiorptkercreasing, in 1970 exactly half of the
population lived in urban areas, in ten years ungbgpulation accounted only 53% and since that time
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the proportion of urban/rural population slightlgiries but mostly remains at the same 50/50 percent
level respectively.
Figure 1 — Population of Kazakhstan, 1920-2010

M Population ==Urban Rural
18 100

90

80

70

60

50

%

40
30
20
10

1920 1926 1939 1959 1970 1979 1989 1999 2004 2008 2010

Source: censuses and yearbooks

However, not only Russians contributed to thisease. Thousands of Kazakhs moved to the towns
to seek employment in the newly created industBgs1939 16% of Kazakhs were urban dwellers, an
eightfold increase since 1926. A whole new claskaxakh industrial workers emerged in those years,
reaching 246,900 by 1939. By the late 1930s 50%lbfndustrial workers in Kazakhstan were
Kazakhs, though the numbers of highly skilled woskemong them were still low (Kiikbaev, 1968).

But the general effect of the 1930s on the ethmilarre in the Republic was disastrous. The
collectivization of the early 1930s and subseqdamntine led to a significant fall in Kazakh numbers
due to deaths and migration out of the USSR. Inkipation with the inflow of new migrants this
created a situation in which the Slavic and Kaza#pulations were virtually equal in numbers, arel th
general trend was now working against the Kazakhsthe late 1930s the beginning of mass
deportations of "unreliable” ethnic groups from boeder areas deep into the center of Eurasia,dy w
of preparation for World War I, further contribatéo this trend.

With the war raging deportations acquired biggenethsions. The first really massive deportation
was undertaken in August — September 1941, wheAdlb@enomous Republic of the Volga Germans
was abolished and its residents resettled in Kastakhand Siberia. Subsequently in the course of the
war other minority groups were deported for allegedperation with the Nazis and for participatian i
brigandage on a large scale. Thus Kazakhstan bettaanmain place of exile for Chechens, Ingush,
Polish, Karachai and Balkar deportees.

6



Fariza A. Tolesh The population history of Kazakhstan

Another dramatic event surrounding migration to &dwstan took place in the mid 1950s. In 1954
a new turmoil descended on the Republic, due td/itggn Lands campaign initiated by Khrushchev.
During the years of 1954-1962 about 1.7 milliongdea@ame to Kazakhstan from the European part of
the USSR.

Ethnic balance in Kazakhstan was adversely affe(ded Figure 2), with Kazakhs becoming a
minority in their own republic. By 1959 they amoedtonly 30% of the total population. It was not
until 1989 that Kazakhs managed to reverse theietbhalance in their favour (Gillette, 1993).
Nevertheless the ultimate result of migration tae#&khstan remains unchanged even now. The non-
Kazakh population of the republic is still very stdmtial.

Figure 2 - Ethnic composition of Kazakhstan, 18910
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During the post-war decades Kazakhstan experieacpdriod of considerable natural growth
which is also known in demographic history as “bélopm” effect. Usually, after the baby-boom
period occurs the period of decline till the timbem these baby-boomers reach the reproductive age,
which also happened in Kazakhstan. Since the m@04% sharp decline of number of births took
place till the beginning of 1970s then followed fhegiod of more or less stable and moderate inereas
from 1970 until the dismantling of the USSR andntldeiring the post-soviet period the rate of natural
growth declined spectacularly, however with theowery of economy natural growth has resumed its
prior Independence level (see Figure 3).

Figure 3 visualises the process of demographicsitian in Kazakhstan, but the patterns of
fertility and mortality should be considered withnge caution, especially with respect to the CDR, as
the status of the victims of the Stalinist repressiin particular is not clear. The high death thteng
40’s suggests that at least some deaths of a is@mif proportion of the population consisted of
“special exiles” and those serving a gulag sentewege included in the mortality statistics. On the
other hand, it is also possible that the CDR simmpfiects the poorer state of the health carefdbd
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shortages, and generally pauper conditions of tumtey at that time (Gentile, 2005). In the period
between 1940 and 1960 the CDR curve decreaseseincdhntry and then gradually increases
thereafter, especially during the first decadendiependence.
Figure 3 - The state of the demographic transitiomKazakhstan: crude birth and death rates,
natural growth (CBR and CDR, NG) between 1940 ar@D3
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More complete demographic picture of Kazakhstaegihe development of the total fertility rate
(Figure 4). There are no easily accessible andbigifigures for the period prior to 1960s. In 1980
the peak of the post-war population boom Kazakhstath very high TFR level of well over four
children per woman at child-bearing ages. Howeakter the short period of apex followed a gradual
but significant drop of fertility till the late 198. The primary cause of the sustained fertilitglide in
the county could be attributed to declining fansilye preferences among ethnic Kazakh population.

Figure 4 — Total Fertility Rate, Kazakhstan 1960-29
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But in the mid 1980s TFR again reached 3 childrenvwomen, which could probably be explained as
an effect of Gorbachev’s anti-alcohol campaigrhat time or as a result of the so-called secondewav
Baby-boom effect.

The most prominent feature of the Soviet periodapulation history of Kazakhstan is that during
the era the net gain of the county in number ofutettpon accounted for more than 10 million people,
from around 6 million in 1920 to 17 million in 1988ee Figure 1).

Since Independence

In 2010 Kazakhstan was home to over 16.5 millioopte This makes it one of the scarcely
populated countries among the CIS states as weiltag world. The present size and characteristics
the country’s population reflect many of the chantfeat have occurred in the population over thé pas
century.

The dissolution of the Soviet Union led to a dramdecline in the economic output and living
standards throughout the post-Soviet world, inelgdkazakhstan. The deep economic crisis of the
early post-Soviet years was accompanied by a rsodesmatic drop in fertility and life expectancy at
birth, increase of mortality and divorce rates. T&&Ring 1990s fell well below replacement level,
while decline of life expectancy was more than fikears. The first decade of Independence was
marked by profound changes in the society relavedatues, attitudes, behavioral standards and the
system itself, which hit many people especially naery hard. In some ways this generation of people
who went through the transition period is uniquecduse not many people witness such abrupt almost
in one day turnover of system of values.

Migration

The Independence for the country meant, first bfoakaking down and losing all ties with former
Soviet economic partners and secondly, transitomfcentrally-planned to a market economy. The
consequences of such drastic changes and fluatsatio Kazakhstan were experienced as a massive
out—migration of non-Kazakh ethnicities representadstly by well-educated and high-skilled
population, especially from the North, East and t@negions. The loss of population amounted —
57686 in 1991 and in 1993 this number was alreadyféld and reached —219025 but the peak of net
emigration fell to 1994 when the country left mdnan 400 thousand people (Figure 5).

Overall number of emigrants during the transiti@table got close to 3 million and in order to
“cure” the existing situation the repatriation pragmes have been suggested and launched.
Repatriates or oralmans are ethnic Kazakh peopmleseendents of refugees who fled the country
during collectivization, dispossession of the kslakd political repressions in 1920’'s and 1930® an
then returned to Kazakhstan after gaining Indepecele

Apart from fled refugees, as oralmans can be cqsaple, for example, Kazakhs in Uzbekistan,
who simply found themselves outside the Kazakh &SR result of Moscow’s occasional shifting of
Central Asian borders during the Soviet era. Masineans came from across Asia — mainly from
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former Soviet republics, but also from countrieshsas Afghanistan, China and Mongolia. Each year
Astana sets a quota for the number of Kazakhsbédigo return (in 2011 quota will be granted for 20
thousand families).

Figure 5 - Natural increase and net migration asmgonents of population change, 1990 to 2010

===Natural increase ==Net migration

300

Thousands

-500

1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010

Source: www.stat.kz

Those who immigrate under the quota are promisée forovided with housing, a grant of roughly
$120 per family, and assistance in acquiring adezgie permit and Kazakh passport and other help.
However, in reality the case is somewhat differeisyally oralmans have great problems of getting
residence permit and identification cards, with $ing and finding employment and etc. The main
reasons of such state of matters are legislatitatect to repatriation and migration, attitude ofdb
people, quality of oralmans themselves i.e. majaritthem have no education, no qualification, and
also they have language problems, social and dtinhahavioural habit differences and so on. As a
result, many oralmans have adaptation difficulteeplaces of their assignment, allocation and priefe
move to regions with close to their accustomed ttmms. Since almost 80% of repatriates came from
Uzbekistan then major part of them usually con@atin southern regions of Kazakhstan with already
high population density such as South-Kazakhstaaykrda, Almaty oblasts (see Map 2), some also
go to the west regions predominantly Mangystau.

Immigration of ethnic Kazakhs influenced not onlpsalute numbers of Southern oblasts’
populations but also changed the age and sex wteuaf the latter’s. Historically, the South
Kazakhstan has been populated mainly by native lptpno and Asian ethnicities with typically high
fertility levels, earlier nuptiality and higher skaof male population most prone to migration and
oralmans only further deepened this regional sp#gifin spite of eliminating it as was hoped byth
government.

As a result, during the second decade of Indepeed#re oil and gas mining oblasts as well as
agricultural regions of the South experienced ghowft population while industrial Centre, East and
agro-industrial north still keep losing their pogtibn.
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Map 2 — Population density in Kazakhstan, 2010
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Although, the number of arrivals used to far excedquota during the first decade of repatriation

programme, last several years number of peopleestisd in getting quotas falling short with each
year. In 20 years of Independence the total gameunber of oralmans account for less than a million
of low-skilled, not well-educated people with maalyildren compared to lost 3 million European
working-age populations.

Distribution

The economic boom in mid 2000’s coincided with igration boom with 23-33 thousand legally
registered arrivals in 2005-2006 respectively. Ndaws number of immigrants fluctuates around 10
thousand people per year, a peak of immigratioeadly gone there remains little hope of another
immigration boom in the near future. However, imflédcom close-bordering countries (Uzbekistan,
Kyrgyzstan, and Turkmenistan) would probably alwaysst, but often in illegal, uncontrolled form
and with only faint effect on overall situationtime country.

During the second decade of Independence, the egonand political situation in the country
gradually stabilized and growth resumed. Kazakhgstiahly endowed with oil, natural gas, and other
mineral resources, has experienced vigorous ecangrowth and a commensurate rise in incomes and
since the 2000s the country is enjoying fertilitthancement which is most probably related to the
population momentum phenomenon and could be terjpocaaracter though. Although the economic
recovery was experienced by all regions, the difiee in its strength is also present and underlines
regional disparity.

Due to vastness of its territory the populatiotKazakhstan is distributed rather unevenly with the
highest density recorded in agricultural regionghaef South and far North. The industrial regions of
central, eastern and northern Kazakhstan are tgaslgied, but the least number of people per square
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kilometer is in western regions.

The country’s large share of population is stifpresented by the rural residents and the standards
of living between urban and rural settlements weuite sizable before Independence and the
difference is not diminishing with the laps of timdany attempts are being made and programmes
have been launched since Independence (Aul develappnogramme 2003-2005) to improve position
of auls and although, the overall situation haveemaa turn for the better, but a huge successean th
field is still far from the country's reach. Asesult there is an intensive migration from ruraear to
urban places. Moreover, the process of urbanizatidhe country has a diverse from normal character
i.e. it is chaotic and uncontrolled and fueled rhaby unemployment, poor socio-economic situations,
but not by the modernization, new job opportunigés
Age-sex structure

There are slightly more females than males livimgazakhstan. In 2009 there were 8.4 million
females and 7.8 million males, or 930 males forrgv®©00 females. According to the population
pyramid of the country (Figure 6) we can see tha& pattern varies significantly by age. Normally
more boys are born than girls, for example in 26@e were 106 boys born for each 100 girls in
Kazakhstan. As a result, boys outnumber girls thhowt childhood and the teenage years. The number
of males relative to females starts to decreasen fabound age 21 onwards due to differences in
mortality rates and migration patterns. At all agé®ve 25, women outnumbered men in 2009. At
older ages, sex differentials in mortality leaditoincreasingly female population.

Figure 6 — Population pyramid of Kazakhstan, 2009
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During the second decade of Independence the egonsitnation in the country started to
improve positively affecting fertility i.e. peopleegan to feel financially safer with development of
economy and many couples decided to have postpon&890s children which explains widening

12
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bottom of the pyramid. However, it is very much ertain how long will last this “positive” fertility
trend in the country, since there is a clear upweedd in median age of population which rose dyrin
the last 40 years for four years from 27,7 in 18¥91,7 in 2009 and that could be understood asta f
sign of ageing population. The increase was morerfen than for women, but women have higher
median age and the difference between median ddesnale urban and rural dwellers is also higher
compared to male population.

The indent in Kazakhstan’s pyramid at around ageepfesents those born during the first half of
the Second World War when fewer births took pld@tusual. In contrast, the spike in the pyramid at
ages 45 to 55 reflects the large number of birtitaioing in the late 1950s, often referred to asfitst
baby boom. Smaller number between ages 30-40 seladecreased fertility of 1970s. The large bulge
in population for those in their early 20s and ratuad 25 is a result of the high number of birtnet t
occurred during the 1950s and 1960s. Similarly,stmaller bulge around ages 5 to 10 represents the
children of the small number of women born in tB&0s.

Although some of these features are specific toaKlagtan, the pyramid does follow the general
pattern for a developing country with narrowingtbot and stable increasing number of people aged
over 65.

At the sub-national level, the age distribution whasignificant variations. Figure 7 shows this
phenomenon for some selected regions. In 2009%Xample, southern oblasts and especially South-
Kazakhstan oblast had relatively large proportionthe younger age groups. On the other hand, the
proportion in the reproductive age groups in thesggons started to narrow exceptionally rapidly at
ages above 20. It is not surprising since thestheow oblasts are well known as main donor prownce
for the internal migration within Kazakhstan, peutarly for the male population. Meanwhile, an garl
stage of aging has appeared in the oblasts oferorthentral and eastern Kazakhstan, where thesize
older population is larger than in the other olda$he larger proportion of population aged 153ar2
this province may be explained by migration.

In the municipal cities Astana and Almaty the agd aex distribution of population reminds the
classical migration age schedule with high proportof working people between ages 25-35 and their
children at very young ages and low proportion [dedy and school age children. Indeed, these two
cities are country’s major migrant recipients apiaorin oil and gas mining regions. Although, souther
regions and the two cities seem to have relatiyelyng population structure, however with northern
regions’ population constituting almost 40% of tbeuntry’s total number of people and with
constantly rising share of advanced aged populatiay have impact on overall situation in the
country and Kazakhstan is already well on the widga@ng population ageing problems.
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Figure 7 — Kazakhstan'’s regional population distiition by age and sex, 2009
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Ethnic composition

Such diverse age and sex structure of regional lptpn is also might be related to ethnic
composition of the population. Since gaining Indegence in 1991 the ethnic portrait of the country
gradually changed for the benefit of natives ihe share of Kazakhs in total population reached 63%
in 2010 which owes on the one hand to the massiigration of non-Kazakhs during 1990’s and on
the other - to the repatriation programmes mentoaleove. Besides, the Asian population residing
mainly in western oblasts and in the agrarian sterids to have higher birth rates compared to non-
Kazakh population of western, central, eastern modhern regions. There have been taken some
measures since the collapse of the Soviet Uniooh(sis relocation of the capital city) to somehow
regulate irregular distribution of ethnicities thghout the country, however southern oblasts alie st
mainly represented by Asian ethnicities such asaKlag, Uzbeks, Uigurs etc. while in northern ones
their share is often less than half (see Figure 8).

Figure 8 — Kazakhstan'’s regional population by etltrcomposition, 2009
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Conclusion

This brief review of the population history of K&hstan has highlighted main events that took
place during the last several centuries. The momhment of them is growth of population number
from 4 million in the beginning of the Z&entury to current more than 16 million. A remdulieapart
in such population increase was played by migratiefore and during the Soviet period. As a result
Kazakhstan became home for many nationalities diifierent demographic behaviour and patterns,
which will certainly determine future trends anddencies.

These kinds of researches are necessary in orgeodioice a better understanding of the different
periods in Kazakhstan's demographic history andnote better policy formulation and decision-
making in the present and the future.



Fariza A. Tolesh The population history of Kazakhstan

Bibliography

1.

Asiatskaya Rossia, tom pervyi, Ludi | poriadki zealdm. Izdanie pereselencheskogo
upravleniya Glavnogo upravleniya zemleustroistzarhledelia, S-Peterburg, 1914.

(Asian Russia, part 1, People and rules behind. Sr&letersburg, 1914)

Andreev E.M., Darskiy L.E., Khar'kova T.L. Naseledovetskogo Soyuza: 1922-1991,
Moskva, "Nauka", 1993. (Population of the Sovieidh 1922-1991, Moscow, 1993)
Andreev E.M., Darskiy L.E., Khar'kova T.L. Demognagheskaya istoriya Rossii: 1927-1959,
Moskva, "Informatika”, 1998. (Demographic histofyRussia 1927-1959, Moscow, 1998)
Gentile, M. (2005) Population Geography Perspestorethe Central Asian Republics.
Arbetsrapport/Institutet for Framtidsstudier; 208N 1652-120X, ISBN 91-89655-745
Gillette, Philip S., "Ethnic Balance and Imbalanice Kazakhstan's Regions”, Central Asia
Monitor, No. 3, 1993.

Kiikbaev,N., Torzhestvo leninskoy nacionalnoy p&lit v Kazakhstane, Alma-Ata:
"Kazakhstan", 1968, pp. 138-139, 143.

Bradley Mayhew, Greg Bloom, Paul Clammer, 2010.t@¢Asia. Lonely Planet,



